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Special Visitors at PBA
Experiencing Course Content
The Japanese language classes were treated to a

lesson by Kunio Ekiguchi who was visiting from

Japan.  Mr. Ekiguchi is a popular teacher of tradi-

tional Japanese paper crafts and gift wrapping and

author of several books.  He taught the students to

wrap objects with a furoshiki, a single square piece

of fabric.  Mr. Ekiguchi told stories and gave

instructions in Japanese while Japanese language

teacher, Hiroko Kobayashi translated.

Asian Theatre instructor, Hui-Mei Chang, invited

ten students from her alma mater, National Taiwan

Junior College of Performing Arts, to visit PBA.  The

mission of the college is to “develop creative tal-

ent, with the hope that students can bear the bur-

den of passing down cultural heritage to the next

generation.”  The Taiwanese students, who were

the same age as our ninth and tenth graders, per-

formed rigorous morning physical drills and

demonstrated Chinese opera make-up, stylized

speech and singing, and costumes.  They soundly

impressed the PBA students when they explained

that they study theatre from 6AM until noon, and

study standard academics from 1 to 7PM! 

PBA teachers believe that in addition to learning

from conventional sources such as lectures, books,

and the internet, students benefit tremendously

from direct, guided experiences with course con-

tent.  In these two examples PBA students had the

opportunity to experience other cultures, lan-

guages, and traditions first hand.

Mr. Ekiguchi demonstrat-
ed how to wrap and carry
a bottle of sake, a soccer
ball, and school books;
students followed along
using their own furoshiki
which they had prepared
by hemming the edges.

Asian Theatre instructor Hui-Mei
Chang explains the symbolism of
different aspects of Chinese theatre.

The Taiwanese students teach a
PBA student to use a spear.
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In September, PBA Trustees Dr. Fujio Matsuda (far left) and Dr.
Albert Miyasato (far right), along with Ms. Joanne Ninomiya and

Mr. Ryozo Sakai, were honored with Lifetime Achievement awards
from the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i.  Congratulations,

Dr. Matsuda and Dr. Miyasato! (Photo:  JCCH)

Messsage from Mr. Toyama

“Ma ka hana ka ‘ike” —knowledge is gained through doin
g.

“Be a lamp
unto yourself”

-Sakyamuni Buddha

Rather than cultivating his individ
ual reputation and authori-

ty, the historical Buddha instructe
d his students to listen to

his teachings, to test those teachi
ngs in their own lives, and

if they discovered his teachings le
d to freedom and peace

only then, to follow his teachings.
  Buddha counseled, “Be

lamps unto yourselves.”

At the Pacific Buddhist Academy w
e take this instruction to

heart and expect each student to 
construct her/his own

understanding of what is true and
 real through hands on

explorations, dialogue with teache
rs and peers in small class-

es, and personal reflection.  The N
ative Hawaiian saying, “Ma

ka hana ka ‘ike,” conveys a simila
r approach—“knowledge is

gained through doing.”

This year, PBA core classes compr
ise of Buddhist Living,

Language Arts, Japanese Languag
e, Algebra and Geometry,

Biology and Anatomy/Physiology, 
Social Studies, and Asian

Theatre.  After school, students c
hoose to participate in

cross country, kyudo, kendo, robo
tics, yearbook, yoga, and

slack key guitar.  The 18 freshme
n and 19 sophomores

attending PBA this year have com
e from the Hongwanji

Mission School, private, public, an
d home school situations.

Their families travel from as far a
s Mililani and Haleiwa so

that they can study at PBA.

In this fall issue of The Wheel, you
’ll meet the PBA faculty

and read about two examples of h
ow they exercise the secu-

lar and academic relevance of Bud
dha’s teachings and trans-

late a 2,500 year old approach int
o innovative, exciting learn-

ing experiences that fully engage 
and challenge each stu-

dent.

Thank you for supporting our effo
rts to bring college

preparatory academics and Buddh
ism together to create a

school community committed to p
eace.  We can’t do it with-

out you.
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Introducing the PBA Faculty
PBA students are fortunate to have teachers with a diversity of training and experience.
This year our full time faculty include:

To help his students develop a 
concrete understanding of geometry 

concepts, Mr. Kim used Tinker 
Toys to teach a lesson about 

lines, line segments, rays 
and angles.  

Rev. Joel strives to create a classroom environment that is, “a place to practice stepping away 
from the countless, noisy, troublesome distractions of the world, to study quietly, listen 

to each other talk about what’s important in their lives, explore what we have in 
common…a safe place.”

In a lesson about promoting homeostasis Ms. C listed conventional factors such
as a healthy diet, exercise, and sleep; she also asked the students to consider
ways of keeping their mental and spiritual selves in balance, i.e. positive 

thoughts and meditation.  Ms. C explained, “To infuse the (Buddhist) 
philosophy into traditional subjects brings a new dimension to 

teaching science.”

When asked why he’s a teacher at PBA, Mr. Josh
expressed the commitment to peace that all

PBA faculty share, “Helping young people devel-
op skills in communication and the means of

understanding themselves and others couldn’t
be more important than it is now.”

Victor Kim, Jr. is teaching

math and Kyudo (traditional

Japanese archery).  He has a BS

in math from Oregon State

University and served in the

Peace Corps.  Mr. Kim is a

retired D.O.E. math teacher

and also teaches Tai Chi and

Chi Gung in the Hawai‘i

Department of Education’s

Adult Education program.  He

is a life-long student of the

Budo and Chinese Arts.

Buddhist Living and Social Studies instructor Rev. Joel 

Merchant has received degrees in Sociology, Political 

Science, Asian Studies, and Financial Services.  In 

addition teaching at the Mid Pacific Institute, he also 

worked as a counselor and served as Assistant 

Headmaster of the school.  Rev. Joel became a Shin 

Buddhist priest in 2003 and this fall was appointed 

PBA chaplain.

Michelle Carbonneau is teaching science, 

math, yoga, and advising the yearbook 

staff.  Ms. C, as her students call her, 

has taught in a variety of educational 

settings including traditional class

rooms, one-on-one tutoring, and on-line 

classrooms.  She has a B.A. in chemistry 

with a minor in business administration 

from University of New Hampshire and also

received massage therapy training Trinity College

in Connecticut.

Returning faculty Joshua E. Morse

is teaching Language Arts and  

coaching the PBA cross country 

team.  Mr. Morse grew up in 

Oregon and received a BA in 

Anthropology and a MFA in 

Creative Writing from the 

University of Oregon.  He’s 

taught English and Creative 

Writing at Parker School on Hawai‘i

Island and has also tutored and taught

Creative Writing at his college alma

mater.
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In pairs, students sweep the
four classrooms, two offices,
stairs, and landings of their
school building.  They wipe
down their desks and the
banisters, and empty the
trash baskets.

The teachers and Mr.
Toyama all come out
of the classrooms and
join in by talking to
the students about
what they’re doing.

Sweeping Lessons
After School Cleaning Routine

LITTLE BUDDHA
A Treasure for Students of All Ages
By Eric Matsumoto/Dharma Pleasure (Horaku)

I would like to introduce a book entitled “Little Buddha” (Kosei
Shuppan, Tokyo, Japan, 1996) by Japanese author, painter, illustrator
Shomei Yoh who studied oil painting at the Art Student League of New
York in 1970.  He has written several children’s books which have
gained international recognition.  

“Little Buddha”, written in both English and Japanese, is a won-
derful book, charmingly illustrated with paintings and contains Buddhist
messages throughout it.  Because the reading is simple it can be under-
stood by any age.  The reading may be simple, but the attitudes and
perspectives suggested by the book challenge, the predominant western
view of ourselves, our world and our relationship with it.  
It encourages reflection and gratitude, emphasizes interdependency,
harmony and oneness, and speaks of an all-inclusive compassion.
Although, the word “peace” does not appear in it, the book speaks of
peace of self, with others, and in the world which all begins with our
attitude and perspective because that is what determines our subse-
quent course of behaviors and actions.  Perhaps idealized, but it does
present an alternative perspective giving direction and hope for a bright
future.  

A highly recommended reading for especially young readers, but
even for older high school students and teachers the perspectives sug-
gested can be a topic for deep discussion including comparison with
other views and the possible outcome of these Buddhist perspectives
when successfully embodied.

At 3PM the PBA students burst out of their classrooms and take
up brooms, dustpans, and wet rags and clean their building.  

The teachers created these cleaning tasks so that PBA students
would have regular, structured opportunities to experience
some of Buddha’s most basic teachings such as the interde-
pendence of all things, know yourself, and every choice results
in a consequence.  

Through experiences like this, teachers guide students through
cyclic and self-reliant approach to learning:  do something,
think about what happens, talk about it, based on your reflec-
tion, modify your action, and begin then again.

In the Summer 2004 issue, we reported that we had converted ministers’ dorms
into classroom.  We apologize for failing to mention that the Honpa Hongwanji
Hawai‘i Betsuin Buddhist Women’s Association had been housed in the bottom
floor of the building.  We would like to thank the BWA for generously contribut-
ing their space to PBA.

CORRECTIONS
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AC Donor List – 2004 Annual Campaign Gifts
Thank you for all our support! We couldn’t do it without you!

In August we launched
our first Annual
Campaign, “Seeds of
Peace” and over the last
few months we’ve
received many generous
contributions to PBA from
parents, grandparents,
faculty, friends, and sup-
porters.  Though many
donors apologize, “I wish
I could help more,” and
humbly offer, “I hope it
was enough,” no gift is
insignificant and every
gift is deeply appreciated.

Gifts to the Annual
Campaign support small
class sizes, financial aid,
special visiting instructors
and excursions, excellent
teaching, classroom
materials and supplies,
and all that falls under the
school’s operating budg-
et.  Thank you to every-
one who has made a con-
tribution thus far.  Your
gift helps PBA meet its
financial goals and keeps
our school healthy and
strong!

Find out how 
you make a donation at

www.PacificBuddhistAcademy.org
or call Kathi Takakuwa 
at (808) 522-7395.

“I just wanted 
to help.”
2004 Annual

Campaign Update

Benevolence ($1-99) 
Walace S. &  Ellen Amioka
Anonymous
Diane Brandon
James M. Bredberg, Sr.
Charles S. & Joyce A. Colotario
Emily & Richard Ebina
Nathalie Y. Eji
Goro Fujikawa
Francis & Gracie Fujitani
Allan Y. Fukumoto
Keith Fukumoto
Ms. Matsue Fukumoto
Janet Ginoza
Betty U. & Tom T. Higa
Eiko Higa
Gladys M. Higa 
Mitsuko Higa
Takejiro & Ruby F. Higa
Hanako Hiroe
Hilo Hongwanji Kendo Club, Owen
Nishioka, Chief Instructor 
Lily Y. Horio
Toshiko S. Ibara
Dianne Ida
Sadayuki & Miyuki Inouye
Yoshio Isobe
Fred K. Itamoto
Fred J. Ito
Tooru & June Iwahashi
Sakuichi Iwahiro
Jikoen Hongwanji Mission
Richard M. Kado
George K. Kagehiro
Chester A. Kaitoku
Dawn Kakuni
Sadao & Ellen F. Kaneshiro
Richard K. Kawasaki
Richard Kawatani 
Victor Kim Jr.
Shinyu & Tsurue Kiyuna
Hiroshi & Evelyn Komori
Conrad & Jane Kurahara
Mr. & Mrs. James Lenz 
Joyce C. Masunaga
Mr. & Mrs. Henry H. Matsuda
Torie Matsuda
Paul & Mae Matsui
Mr. & Mrs. Yukio Matsui
Harry N. Matsuki
Nancy R. Matsunaga
Judy Matsumoto
Doris E. Matsuoka
Florence Miyasato
Shizue K. Miyasato
Yoshinobu & Toshi Miyashiro
Bernard Mochizuki
Ann T. & Morris S. Moribe
Mr. & Mrs. Sadao Moriyama
Joshua Morse
Betty H. Nakamura
Rev. Bruce & Leslie Nakamura
Antonio Nishimura 
Toyo & Masako F. Oda
Lynn M. & Sam I. Oganeku 
Gladys Ohashi
Kazuma Okumura
Masaichi Okamura
Col. Earl & Mrs. Toyoko Okawa
Doris S. Oshiro
Edith Oshiro
Emi Oshiro
Sadano Oshiro
George I. Otani
Norman & Nancy Piianaia
Mary Ann Pyun
Katherine T. Sakamoto
Ann Saito
Janet Sasaki
Sadao Sawai
Jane Shimoda
Francis S. Shinohara
Kotaro & Chiyoko Shiroma
Thomas E. & Sueko Shiroma 
Robert Y. Soma
Betty Suenishi
June J. Sutterfield
Pauline C. Taguma
Richard & Rose Takasaki 
Shizuko Tengan
Chris T. & Carol Toda

Shizuo & Alice T. Tokuda
Charlyne M. Tom
Hisaye Tsujimoto
Ethel Uchida
Hideko Usami
Barbara M. & Denise A. Yamada
Shigeru Yamaguchi
Carole S. Yamaki
Helen H. Yamane
Mr. & Mrs. Tetsuo Yanagida
Fumiko & Karen K. Yoshimoto
Richard H. & Nancy S. Zukemura

Harmony ($100-499)
Ethel Akagi
Masaru Akamatsu
Rev. M. Akashi
Roy & Arlene Ando 
Fujio Asao
Hawaii Fencers Club, Antonio
Nishimura, President
Scott & Alison Colby
Obun Hawaii, Inc., Don Ojiri,
President
Harry Endo
Fredrick & Reiko Fujimoto
Dr. & Mrs. Teruo Fukumoto
Melvin & Judith Fukumoto 
Harue Furumoto
Rev. Alan J. & Mrs. Chizue
Rosemary Goto
Glenn Hamamura
Mitsuo Hamasu
Tetsuo & Edith Harano
Dr. Perry G. Heintz
Donna T. Higashi
Pauline C. Higuchi
Mr. & Mrs. Kiyotsugu Hirako
Edward Y. Hirata
C. Campbell Holtey & Kathi
Takakuwa 
Honoka’a Hongwanji Mission,
Kiyoshi Miyashiro, Board President 
Lily Horio
Sharon Ikeda
Charles & Yoko Inatsuka
Hilda & Yukitoshi Inouye 
Jason Y. Ito
Mae & Wes Iwamoto
Terry H. & Florence Iwanaga
Samson Iwatani
Jon & Gayle Kawata
Noboru Kaji
Judith T. Kakazu
Douglas & Mary Kamiya
Nancy S. Kanabara 
Minoru & Nobuyo Kanda
Kenzo Kanemoto
Toshimi & Frances Karioka
Genro & Muriel Kashiwa 
Bruce & Della Kawabata
Dennis F. Kawamoto
Randy Kawamoto
Masuo & Alice Kino
Yukio Kitagawa
Sidney Kobashigawa
Kenneth Komo
Debbie & Alan Kubota
Miss Shizumi Kunioka
Dr. & Mrs. James Kurashige
Robert & Rosamond Leong
Pauline Y. Masaki
Noriyoshi Masumoto
Mrs. Matsuko Matsumoto
Herbert Y. Matsumura
Ronald K. Matsuo
Rev. Joel L. Merchant
Shiro Miota
David Miyamoto
Hoyt Zia & Leigh-Ann Miyasato
David & Mernie Miyasato-Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Barry T. Mizuno
Mr. & Mrs. Kennard K. Morimoto
Michiko Motooka
Iwao Motoyama
Mark Mukai 
Mitsuo Muraki
Naalehu Hongwanji Mission,
Takumi Shirakawa, Board
President 
Robert & Sarah Nagai

Shuichi Nagai
Kiyoko Naito
Masayoshi & Helen Nakamura
Ivan & Linda Nakano
Bruce & Vanina Nakaoka
Richard Y. Nakasone
Dorothy S.  Nakata
Mr. & Mrs. Michio Niiya
Masako Nishimura
Atsuo & Marian Nishioka
Takashi Nonaka
Wilfred Okazawa
Kiyoichi Okihara
Yoshimori Oshiro 
Jason & Shai Pina
Ken Saiki
Makoto Sawada
Sumako Sawai
Mike Kazuto & Yumiko Sayama 
T. & Hatsune Sekimura
Mutsuo & Jean Shimaura
Dr. James A. Shimokusu
Mr. & Mrs. Takumi Shirakawa
Bird B. Stasz
Sumie K. Sueishi
George & Esther Suzuki 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Taise 
Mr. & Mrs. William Takakuwa
Allen Tamayori
George H. Tanabe
Edith H. Tanaka
Toyoko M. Tanda
Mrs. Alice Tando
Kazue K. Taniguchi
Les & Sybil Tawata
Dennis & Brenda Teranishi
Molly I. Tokunaga
Lorraine Y. Toma
Jitsuo Tomomitsu
Barney M. Toyama
Nancy Toyama
Harue Uechi
Kyle K. & Kimery L.T. Ushijima
Gerald Y. Ushijima, CPA
Mary I. Van Gils
Carl Watanabe 
Gordon & Lynette Watanabe
Tsuneyoshi Yamada
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Yamaguchi
Aiko Yamamoto
Akira Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Ross Yamamoto
Seto Yonashiro
Setsuko Yoshida
Dwayne Yoshina
Claude & Grace Zukeran

Serenity ($500-999)
Anonymous
Dr. Ichiro and Jean Fukumoto
Edgar & Helen Hamasu
Takejiro & Ruby F. Higa
Ryokichi & Hiroko Higashionna
James & Marian Iha
Masayuki Kamaura
Neal & Lynette Kanda
Mona Konno
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kunitake
Rev. & Mrs. Shigenori Makino 
Cherry Reiko Matano
Betty Matsuda
Keith T. Matsumoto
Peter A. Matsumoto
Jon T. Miho
Alton H. & Lynette K. Miyamoto 
Dr. Albert Miyasato
Dr. Glenn & Dr. Ko Miyataki
Mr. & Mrs. Hideo Murakami
Ralston Nagata
John Oki & Joy Miyasaki
Setsu & Gregg Y. Takashige
Hiroshi Tamayori
Roy Y. Tamayori 
Phyllis Tanaka
Seiyu & Yoshino Toguchi
Pieper Toyama 
Dr. Taitetsu & Alice Unno
Akiko K. Uyeda 
Norma Wong
Lois K. Yasui

Patsy K. Young
United, Jr. YBA of Kauai, Tammy
Koerte, District President 
Waialua Hongwanji Mission,
Masashi Yokomura, Board
President

Wisdom ($1,000-4,999)
Kenneth F. Brown
State Lay Association Convention,
Gordon Cockett, President
Honolulu Honpa Hongwanji
Council, Walter Ebisu, President
Kiyoshi K. Fujimoto
Frank K. Hamada
Herbert  Hamada
Tom T. & Betty U. Higa
Stuart T.K. Ho
Harry K. Ishida 
Dr. Satoru Izutsu
Robert N. Katayama
Hideto & Fannie Kono
Rev. Arthur N. & Mrs. Sumie
Marutani
Dr. Fujio & Amy Matsuda
Colbert & Gail Matsumoto
Mike & Laura Matsunaga
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald K. Migita
Mr. & Mrs. Rikio Mori
Tomio Moriguchi
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Mukai
Miyoshi United Women Buddhist
Association, Aoi Mukai, President
Fredrick & Nancy Nonaka
Alice K. Omura
Dr. Ruth & Mr. Alfred Ono
Yoshiharu Satoh
T. Raymond & Betsy Sekiya
Tokio & Ayame Taniguchi 
Lorna Tanimoto
Stanley S. & Chieko Tateishi
Franklin M. Tokioka 
Kimiko Uto, in memory of Kaoru
Uto
Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission, Shin
Buddhist Project

Compassion ($5,000-9,999)
City Bank, Lionel Tokioka, 
former Board Chairman 

Saburo & Edith Yoshioka
Central Pacific Bank, Neal Kanda,
President
Honpa Hongwanji of Hawaii,
Fredrick Nonaka, Board President

Gifts In Kind
David Thorne
Frances Camera

Volunteers
Barbara Brennan
Sherry Bumatai
Renee Castle
Mary Fujitani
Gayle, Kristen, & Derek Kawata
Karen & Lori Kim
Dayle Kuniyuki
Kimiyo Miyose
Betty Nakagawa
Mary Ann Pyun
Sets Takashige
Myrna & Bill Takakuwa
Reginald & Reynold Wong 
Celeste & Austin Yamaguchi
Earl, Jeri Ann, & Randi Yamasaki
Ronald & Robyn Yap
Mr. Josh’s Community Service
class

Capital Gifts
Dr. Taitetsu Unno
Dr. Albert Miyasato

Scholarship Gifts
Hawaii Island United Hongwanji
Buddhist Women’s Association,
Nora Koyanagi, President

Every effort has been made to provide an accurate and complete listing of donors.  
We apologize for any inadvertent errors and admissions.  Please call (808) 522-7395 to report corrections.
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Intellect...Leadership...Spirit...in the Service of Peace

Pacific Buddhist Academy is a small, inde-

pendent, college-prepatory high school,

and part of a coordinated system of

Buddhist education, pre-kindergarten

through grade 12. PBA students and fac-

ulty engage in rigorous academic learn-

ing in a community tthat treasures each

person and is strongly commited to pro-

moting peace. Our primary concern is

that our students become young adults

with the skills and courage to live lives of

insight and compassion.

Show your school spirit by

sporting a handsomely

embroidered PBA baseball

cap or golf shirt!

To place your order go to

www.PacificBuddhistAcademy.org

or call [808] 522.7395

SUPPORT PBA! PBA LOGOWEAR

PACIFIC BUDDHIST ACADEMY

1710 PALI HIGHWAY

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I 96813


